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ment of the world will continue to absorb all the supply of money 
which the gold mines can reasonably be expected to furnish. The 
book is largely drawn from a series of articles published by Profes- 
sor Meade some years ago and large use has been made of two or 
three sources of technical information. 

The volume is not too technical and is rather interestingly 
written as well as fully illustrated. It is however not the kind of 
book which is best written by an economist. It should have been 
the work of a mining engineer, preferably one who had personally 
examined or was directly conversant with the geology and indus- 
trial conditions of the chief gold fields of the world. The subject 
matter is of course of a type that can be procured from trustworthy 
sources by an investigator but has no value over and above that 
which already exists in those sources, save that it is probably more 
conveniently put toegther. Inasmuch as those who will need a 
work of the sort will be inclined to go carefully into the questions 
involved and to look narrowly at the chief engineering and min- 
ing expositions of the mining situation as published, it is doubtful 
whether the technical portions of this work will serve a very useful 
purpose. The chief economic discussion afforded in the book is 
found in chapter V which is entitled The Gold Supply and Pros- 
perity. In that chapter is set forth the view that rising prices 
are synonymous with prosperity and falling prices with depression. 
" The connection between the gold supply and prosperity is now 
thoroughly understood," says Professor Meade. The accuracy of 
such a statement may well be questioned, but if it is true there is no 
need for a recapitulation which adds no new material to that already 
in hand. 

H. Paekee Willis. 

Washington, D. C. 

The King's Revenue. Being a Handbook to the Taxes and the 
Public Revenue. By W. M. J. Williams. (London: P. S. 
King and Son, 1908. Pp. xvi, 221. 6s. net.) 

This book contains most of the facts pertaining to the taxes 
of the United Kingdom that are ordinarily wanted. It might be 
described as an expansion and amplification of the pages of the 
Statesman's Year Book that are devoted to finance. It gives in 
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condensed form the gist of the statutes relating to taxation and 
the amount of revenue obtained from each source. Without 
treating the various subjects touched upon exhaustively, all the 
chief avenues of the public revenues are clearly and thoroughly 
explained under the various heads of customs, excise, and other 
inland revenue, and references are given to minor taxes. 

Each chapter is divided into three sections; history, rate at 
present, and yield during a series of years. It brings down to date, 
in a way, Chisholm's Public Income and Expenditures and Pittar's 
two works on the customs duties. Marginal references are given 
throughout to the more important acts of parliament upon which 
the statements in the text are based, and the statistics given are, 
we are assured, taken from official sources. It will be easy with 
this book at hand to run down any further facts required. 

The treatment is strictly descriptive and "as objective as possi- 
ble." There is no discussion, no theory, nothing but clear-cut 
exposition. Even in the historical part has this objective attitude 
been maintained. In a work of this sort as the author himself 
points out, there are many doors open to mistakes. But on making 
comparison of some twenty or more items, selected at random, 
with the original sources, I failed to detect any errors. 

It is a book that the student of public finance will want at his 
elbow or on his revolving book case, a necessary reference book for 
all public libraries, large and small, as it gives in small compass 
the pertinent facts concerning British revenues obtainable other- 
wise only by a dreary search through many blue books. 

C. C. P. 

Soziale Gesetzgebung und Statistik. Ein Beitrag zur Frage der 
Einrichtung eines Eidgenossischen Sozialstatistischen Amtes. 
Von N. Reichesbebg. Professor der Nationalokonomie und 
Statistik an der Universitat Bern. (Bern: Scheitlin Spring 
und Cie., 1908. Pp. 138. 3 fr.) 

The first third of the book is devoted to a consideration of the 
meaning of social legislation, and its necessary obligation to 
accurate and comprehensive statistics. The fundamental notion 
of the work is that social legislation should include only those 
measures which take into consideration the interests of society 



